
2008  TRIP   TO  THE  ISLE  OF  MAN,   

IRELAND  AND  LONDON  TOWN : 

 

IRELAND - INTRODUCTION:  

I had óseenô Ireland from Snaefell in 2007 and during my week at the 2008 TT, so close yet so far, I had never been back since leaving Belfastôs 

shores in 1954!!   I suppose I really wanted to return by sea, a Ferry if you will, to the Belfast or Larne Docks area. The short plane flight had to do, 

it was uneventful, George Best Airport seemed well laid out, the Hire Car was very nice indeed, an Audi A4 Diesel Turbo, (black of course). 

 

DAY 11 : Saturday 7th June: 

To drive out into Belfast traffic was to say the least disturbing to me, thoughts immediately turned to my late father and mother, they would have 

known where to go, the places to visit etc. Three critical objectives were planned, to visit my fatherôs Sister in Carrickfergus, look at our old family 

home in Dundonald and view the Stormont Castle and gardens where my mother and her relatives often visited. 

All was achieved and time was available to view the massive Harland and Wolfe óSamson and Goliathô Cranes, each capable of lifting up to 840 

tonnes albeit now sadly silent, they are now protected as National Monuments. The Titanic construction precinct was very close, so a brief trip 

ensued there to. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STORMONT CASTLE CARRICKFERGUS CASTLE, VERY NEAR MY AUNTIES HOME 

SAMSON & GOLIATH, NOW HISTORIC MONUMENTS 

I MUST TAKE A GUIDED TOUR HERE SOME DAY!! 
This insert depicts the 

Crane Driverôs perilous 

Operatorôs Cab, reached 

by a very narrow staircase 

enclosed in the yellow 

housing, one very scary 

job site!! 



DAY 12 : Sunday 8th June: 

The plan was to circumnavigate the entire Irish Coast, so from Larne an anti clockwise route found, a pit stop at Joeyôs Bar in Ballymoney to meet a 

very special lady, pay my respects at Joeyôs Remembrance Garden, pay my respects at the gravesite of Joey and Robert, a very very difficult 

moment and to lift the spirits again, the Giants Causeway and a beautiful B&B stop over at Donegal Inlet with the obligatory Ferry sight seeing trip. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LINDA DUNLOP WITH ME,  �/�E���:�K���z�[�^�������Z �Z�t�K�Z�<�^�[��HONDA RC45 V4 PRESENTED TO JOEY BY HONDA 

The JOEY DUNLOP 
MEMORIAL GARDEN, 
�O�R�F�D�W�H�G���Y�H�U�\���F�O�R�V�H���W�R���-�R�H�\�¶�V��
Bar has been beautifully 
constructed and is very well 
cared for. 

Joey, the most successful 
TT Rider of all time, a 
thorough gentleman, 
awarded the OBE for his 
Humanitarian Work and the 
MBE for services to 
Motorcycle Sport, I so wish 
I could have met him in 
person. 

His racing achievements 
over such a long period of 
time are staggering, mainly 
achieved on the most 
�G�D�Q�J�H�U�R�X�V���µ�5�R�D�G���5�D�F�H�¶��
circuits of the world. 

�:�K���z�[�^�������Z WITH JOEY ON THE VTR1000 SP1, No.3!! STAGGERING ACHIEVEMENTS 


